Transforming Grace and Truth:

Becoming What We Have Never Been Before In Christ
Pastor Gary Hinchman

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 1:14-16
I. What We Always Are in the Flesh  [Until Changing in Christ by Grace]
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But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.     Isaiah 64:6
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II. “Under Law” does not equal Truth/Grace does not equal “Without Law”
Under Law = A List of Traditionally Held Rules [“Thou Shalt Nots”, “Thou Shalts” maintained by fear of “falling short” or pride in “measuring up”]
Truth = A proper relationship of the facts to experience [Includes truth about Law and Lawlessness as well as many other things in relationship to Christ].
Without Law = A List of Traditionally Broken Rules

Grace = A means of forgiving and changing rule breakers into rule keepers through a Spirit of Love.

	UNDER LAW
	WITHOUT LAW

	Full of Wanting Truth Without Grace
	Full of Wanting Grace Without Truth

	Rules of Performance Maintained by Pride/Fear
	“Freedom” Without Responsible Spiritual Disciplines


III. Transforming Grace: Spiritual Disciplines in the Power of God’s Spirit at the  

       Cross
A. Under Law: Rules of Performance Maintained by Pride/Fear
“Oh no!   We’ve got to be slaves of Law and Tradition or we will fall into the world’s sin.  Be afraid!!  Be very afraid of falling away from the “truth” [i.e. the Law of Moses, Laws of Conscience, Laws of Synagogue/Church Tradition]”

Rom 8:15  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 
2 Timothy 1:7  God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control [self-discipline]. 

B. Without Law: “Freedom” Without Responsible Spiritual Disciplines
The Grace of God does not leave us “just forgiven” in our sins. The Grace of God moves people to responsible spiritual action.  Grace is not an excuse to stay the way we have always been.  True Grace drives us to demonstrate the fullness of Christ in our lives through mature spiritual disciplines born of God’s Spirit living out in us to change us in Christ.

C. Spiritual Disciplines of Grace Transform Us into Christ’s Likeness [The only true freedom we have in Christ is to change by His power from our self-righteous/unrighteousness in the flesh by God’s righteousness working through us in the Spirit.]

2 Cor. 3:17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 


2 Cor. 3:18  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed [metamorphoumetha] into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
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Full of UnRighteous Shame/Fear “Without Law or Law to Self”                                                                     Without Law





Full of Self-Righteous Pride/Fear                                                                      “Under Law”





The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men’ Luke 18:11


And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. Hebrews 2:15  





For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? Romans 6:20-21
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The Spirit of Grace is insulted by Christians who believe they can trample underfoot the blood of the Son and live as they please in their sin, Hebrews 10:29


The Grace of God instructs us to deny ungodliness and to live toward greater godliness, Titus 2:11-12


Grace moves us to various disciplines:


Non-legalistic Disciplines of Grace, Gal. 2:21


Sacrificial Disciplines of Grace, Heb. 2:9


Emotional Disciplines of Grace, Heb. 12:15


Willful Disciplines of Grace, 1 Cor. 15:10


Giving Disciplines of Grace, 2 Cor. 8:1-2
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